Lesson 4

Pronouns

Generally pronouns are:

- Personal Pronouns - /, you, he, she it etc

- Demonstrative Pronouns - this, that, those etc
- Relative and Correlative Pronouns - when and then, where and there etc
« Interrogative Pronouns - Who? what? where? when? etc (mentioned in Lesson 3)

Pronouns generally follow the same case endings as for nouns (you will be already familiar with the
nominative and accusative endings from Lesson 2):

Personal Pronoun - Singular

First Person Second Third Person
Nominative .
qTH o ag: aq qar
aham 7’ tvam ‘you’ sah ‘he’ tat i’ sa ‘she’
Accusative | I (A1) @M (@T) T aq | T
\ \ \ \ \
mam (ma) tvam (tva) tam tat tam
Instrumental 7T R a:l- SE2I|
maya tvaya tena taya
Dative
TWEE) T e e
mahyam (mé) | tubhyam (té) tasmai tasyai
Ablative qq (H9:) | 9 () SR GESZIE
mat (mattah) tvat (tvattah) tasmat tasyah
Genitive 7 (@#) | T (d) e GESIIE
mama (me) tava (té) tasya tasyah
Locative
qy TR A TETH
mayi tvayi tasmin tasyam




Personal Pronoun - Dual

First Person Second Person Third Person
Nominative
3TTH, AT ar d d
avam ‘we two’ | yuvam ‘you two’ | tau ‘they’| té ‘they’ | té ‘they’
(m) (neuter) (f)
Accusative
3TH AT ar q q
avam ‘we two’ | yuvam ‘you two’ | tau ‘they’ | té ‘they’ | sa ‘they’
(m) (neuter) (f)
nstrumental | ST | AT T
\ \ \
avabhyam yuvabhyam tabhyam
Dative STATHITH | AT qTegTH
\ \ \
avabhyam yuvabhyam tabhyam
Ablative STATHTH | AT qTegTH
\ \ \
avabhyam yuvabhyam tabhyam
Genitive eﬂw: ﬂa-é:h': a-qﬁ':
avayoh yuvayoh tayoh
Locative IEDIE g A
avayoh yuvayoh tayoh

Although the dual cases are used less frequently than singular and plural, they are common enough
to warrant memorising the structure of these. They are sometimes used in the Bhagavad Gita for

example:

Wﬂ_ﬂﬁi—a Senayor-ubhayor-madhye - ‘between both armies’

and (simplified, without sandhi):

qq 3Addq 9 ST sat asat cha anayoh - ‘of both existence and non-existence’




Personal Pronoun - Plural

First Person Second Person Third Person
Nominative .
T T d  qre | 4
vayam ‘we’ yayam ‘you’ (pl) te tani tah

foousalve | STEAT (T:) | WM (@) | q | A AT

A Y

asman (nah) yusman (vah) tan tani tah

instrumental | STEHTIA: FEHTTH: GE GIEE
asmabhih yusmabhih taih tabhih

Dative 0 . . .
STEAYTH (F:)  JSHIH (T:) ke I I F
asmabhyam (nah) | yusmabhyam (vah) tebhyah tabhyah

Aplative | 3TEAT (3TEHE:) | FEAC (JoHN:) GESIE IES2E
asmat (asmattah) | yusmat (yusmattah) tebhyah tabhyah

Genitive W (:I- ) W (a- ) a.q.l_q. W

N\ \ N\

asmakam (nah) yusmakam (vah) tesam tasam

Locative ng w a-g Eﬂﬁ

asmasu yusmasu tesu tasu

It is a good idea to learn these tables off by heart. You will encounter most of these pronouns (or their
characteristic endings) quite frequently in most sanskrit texts.

Some examples of the use of the personal pronouns follow.

Singular (nominative case)
31_6’ =51 Iﬁ - Aham gacchami ‘| go’ (although the pronoun is unnecessary in these cases)

d ‘|‘°§|i:| - Tvam gacchasi ‘You go’

NERIEY I - sah gacchati ‘He goes’ (without sandhi)



T TUST - sa pibati ‘She drinks’

ar S H - So ‘ham. ‘He | am’ (I am he). S is used in place of a dropped vowel (aham).

Many more examples can be found online at various sanskrit learning websites.
The third person Personal Pronouns also serve as the demonstrative ‘tat’ (see full declension in

the Personal Pronoun tables above). Tables with pronoun paradigms (including the demonstrative)
are available at:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit_pronouns_and_determiners

There is no point in learning these off by heart. You will see the pattern is similar to the Personal
Pronouns (which are well worth learning).

Demonstrative Pronouns

Four different demonstrative pronouns in sanskrit (third person neuter singular):

Tat - ‘that’

Etat - ‘this’ or ‘that’ (in close proximity)

Idam - ‘that’ or ‘this’

Adas - ‘that’ or ‘this’ (far away) - uncommon

Tat and etat are the most common.

dd cdq ST Tat tvam asi - ‘Thou art that’ (or literally ‘That you are’)
adq %I[ Tat kim? - ‘What is that?”
Tdq %ﬁf Etat kim? - ‘What is this?’

. &< d[ady H SdId Sah idam vakyam uvaca - ‘He spoke these words’ (‘this speech’)

Relative and Correlative Pronouns

Relatives begin with ‘y’ and correlatives with ‘t’

Relative Correlative

Tig yadi - 4f d<T tada - ‘then’
IR yadyapi - ‘even if’ genfa tathapi - ‘still’
U<l yada - ‘when’ d<] tada - ‘then’
YA yatra - ‘where’ d= tatra - ‘there’



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit_pronouns_and_determiners
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit_pronouns_and_determiners

Relative Correlative

Y ya - ‘who, which’ g sah - ‘he’ etc (3rd person)

YT yatha - ‘since’ ddT tatha - ‘so, therefore’

The relative pronoun does not always have to used with a correlative (and vice versa).

T TaT g a9y Jriadata area |

AFATTHIHE TETHTH GSTHIEH 1%-wll

yada yada hi dharmasya glanir bhavati Bharata
abhyutthanam adharmasya tadatmanam srjamyaham

"Whenever there is a decline in righteousness, O Bharata,
and a predominance of unrighteousness, at that time | incarnate Myself."

N O R4
"‘ﬁ' A d=gld ad A Ui | liq - Yo naro vacchati, tam srunoti - ‘whoever speaks, listen to him’

I TS O TTSTH Vatra gacchasi, tatra gacchami - ‘wherever you go, there i go’

YT ITSIT AT USIT: Yatha raja tatha prajah - ‘as is the king, so are the subjects’
Some adjectives follow a similar declension as the pronouns. Examples:

3{-Y Anya - ‘other’
Q$ Eka - ‘one’

U Para - ‘beyond, above’

lﬁ Sarva - ‘all’

&9 Sva - ‘oneself’

3Y Ubha - ‘both’
Something extra:
Iti - ‘thus’

3‘&[ (iti) is normally used in the sense of ‘thus’ or ‘thus said’, and is often used to quote something

said by someone. It can also be used to emphasize a fact.

o (@ o
I dald A< - thus speaks Tulasidas



